MEDICAT ION ERRORS:
TRANSFORMING PROBLEMS
INTO LASTING SOLUTIONS

Every year, the FDA receives more than
100,000 reports of medication errors.1

THE DAMAGING
EFFECTS OF
MEDICATION
ERRORS

7,000 to 9,000 people die as a result of a
medication error each year in the U.S.2

SENIORS ON MEDICATIONS
54%

55%

85%

On average, 54% of
adults 65 and older
report taking four or
more prescription
drugs daily.3

55% of seniors are
non-compliant with their
prescription drug orders,
meaning they don’t take
their medication according
to the doctor’s instructions. 4

85% of senior living
residents require
assistance with
management of their
medications.5

Medication errors affect 16–27%
of senior living residents.6

THE MOST COMMON MISTAKES

A sample study
revealed a 42% error
rate for medication
administration in
senior communities.7

More than 15% of hospitalizations
involving elderly patients are
caused by or related to adverse
drugs reactions, and the increased
risk of drug-drug interactions
associated with polypharmacy,
which is the simultaneous use of
multiple drugs to treat a single
ailment or condition.8

Additionally, prescribing
incorrect dosage,
improperly administering
medication, and medication
mix-ups are some of the most
common medication errors in
the senior care space.

Mistakes are most
common at the ordering
or prescribing stage,
with ordering errors
accounting for almost
50% of medication errors.9

THE SOLUTION: TAKING A HOLISTIC APPROACH

When approaching care
holistically, pharmacists
can review drugs for
contra-indications and
potentially eliminate
unnecessary medications,
reducing the chances of
hazardous drug
interactions.

A consultative relationship
between providers and
pharmacies can ensure
appropriate medications
and correct dosages are
being administered to
residents.

Incorporating eMAR
integration and a
multi-step, intensive
medication review into
pharmacy management
helps ensure
comprehensive care
and seamless accuracy,
especially during
transition of care.

Alternative packaging
solutions allow for
efficient, accurate
distribution of
medication and
supplements,
allowing caregivers
more time to focus on
other aspects of
resident care.

Additionally,
packaging solutions
that simplify the
experience for
seniors lead to
empowerment
and better health
outcomes.
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